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His   Highness  had  displayed,  when   Khedive,  so
many acts of kindness to individual Englishmen, that
surprise occasionally was expressed at his indifference
to the sufferings of British prisoners of war in Turkey.
There is some reason to believe that Abbas Hilmi was
watched so closely during his sojourn in Constantinople
that any expression or action of his denoting interest
in Great Britain was misconstrued by the Turkish
military authorities.   It was even said that the latter
were only half convinced of the Khedive's loyalty to
their cause, and it is certain that the Grand Vizier,
Said Halim, an Egyptian Prince, was no friend of his.
Said Halim was reputed with justice to entertain designs
upon the throne of Egypt, if the War went in favour
of the Central Powers, and he was unlikely to become
surety for a relation who stood in the way of his am-
bition. The story is current that His Majesty's Govern-
ment offered to replace the Khedive on the throne
at the cessation of hostilities, provided he withdrew
to a neutral country and abstained from interference
with Egypt.1    His Highness seems to have made no
reply to the proposal.   He may have treated it with
disdain, or have scented some trap:   or he may have
been powerless then to leave Constantinople.     His
efforts to stir up unrest in Egypt were half-hearted,
and, except upon the conjecture that he was closely
watched by the Turks, his conduct during the War is
puzzling.   It is surprising, for example, that he did
not visit Syria and Palestine and address words of en-
couragement to the units of the Expeditionary Force
collected  to  conquer Egypt.    His  place  as  lawful
Khedive would seem to be with that army : unless, as
is highly probable, Constantinople feared his good faith.

1 At an earlier date His Majesty's Government had suggested for
reasons of health that His Highness would do well to postpone his
return to Egypt. Advice in such terms is synonymous with an order :
and the Khedive accepted the communication as such.